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INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION ON HEALTH AND MEDICAL CARE
IN THE NATIONAL HOSPITAL ORGANIZATION KUMAMOTO MEDICAL CENTER

Fumio KAWANO, Kazuhiro SUGI", Tetsuyuki KIYOKAWA®,
Michihiro HIDAKA ', Kiichiro HIGASHI?, Nobuaki HASHIMOTO?®,
Hisayoshi MIYAZAKI", Atsuko TSUKAMOTO" and Keishi KIMURA"

Abstract National Hospital Organization Kumamoto Medical Center (formerly Kumamoto National
Hospital) has been pursuing “International Cooperation on Health and Medical Care” as one of our
goals since 1985. We have been playing an important role as the only international cooperation
based hospital in Japan, and it’ s already been 21 vears since the start. In 1989, Kumamoto National
Hospital held "Seminar on Blood Transmitted Diseases : Special Reference to AIDS, ATL and
Hepatitis” which was the first group training course for our hospital with the support of JICA. In
1993, an Institute for Clinical Research was established in order to mainly work on “International
cooperation 1n the area of health and medical care”. In 1997, “The Third Country Training
Program” was begun in Egypt (Suez Canal University) for the purpose of carrying out a group
training course “Infectious diseases diagnosis” in overseas countries, which was modeled after “Seminar
on Blood Transmitted Diseases ! Special Reference to AIDS, ATL and Hepatitis. © Suez Canal
University Hospital (2000) and The First Affiliated Hospital of Guangxi Medical University (2002)
finally became sister-hospitals of our hospital. We have accepted 947 trainees from 104 countries
in total, including groups and individuals, since we began an individual training course in 1986.

(Key Words : international cooperation on health and medical care, institute for clinical research,
third country training program)
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Table 1 The Progress of International Cooperation on Health and Medical Care in the National Hospital
Organization Kumamoto Medical Center
1985 - Inauguration of the fifth director : Dr. Isao Arita, chief, WHO Intensified Smallpox Eradication Program,
was Installed as the 5th director of Kumamoto National Hospital.
1986 - Designation as the only International Cooperation Mainstay Facility based on the plan for the reorganization
of national hospitals and sanatoriums
- A host Hospital : accepted students from the Republic of China
1986 - Ms, Tamiko Umeki, a nurse at KNH, was dispatched to Zambia as a JICA Overseas Medical Technical expert.
1987 - Establishment of an incorporated foundation “Agency for Cooperation in International Health (ACIH)” approved
by the Ministry of Health and Welfare and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
- Establishment of the Medical Training Center
- Appointed as a clinical training hospital for overseas trainees
1988 - Dr. Isao Arita was dispatched to the theater of the Gulf War,
1989 - Starting a group training course ~Seminar on Blood Transmitted Diseases, Special Reference to AIDS, ATL
and Hepatitis B Infections” .
1990 - International Conference “The Present State and Future Plan of Polio Eradication”
1992 - Inauguration of the sixth director . Dr. Hisayoshi Mivazaki was installed as the sixth director of Kumamoto
National Hospital.
- Start International Medical Center in Tokyo as a “National Center”
- Establishment of the Institute of Clinical Research, focusing on International Medical Cooperation as its subject
- International Conference “The 3rd Child Vaccine World Conference”
1993 - Internaticnal Conference “Field Report Meeting for Polic Eradication Project”
1994 - Starting “The Third Country Training” in Egypt
2000 - Establishment of Sister Facility ! the Faculty of Medicine, Suez Canal University in Egypt and Kumamoto

National Hospital began relations as sister facilities.

2002 - Reconstruction of the Medical Training Center

Establishment of Sister Hospital : The First Affiliated Hospital, Guangxi Medical University in China and

Kumamoto National Hospital began relations as sister hospitals,
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Table 2 Receiving trainees from developing countries in

Hospital in 1986—2003
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the health and medical field at Kumamoto National

contries 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 9 97 93 9% 00 01 02 03
Asia 22 2 2 9 12 21 28 28 30 26 30 23 26 37 22 35 13 15 14 372
Midle East 7 1 3 3 3 1 3 10 7 & 7 8 5 10 6 6 4 8
Oceania 5 1 2 1 1 1 1 3 2 19
Midle America 11 4 5 6 4 2 2 2 4 5 1 5 10 7 68
South America 11 1 3 4 8 9 12 10 11 12 12 9 11 7 9 5 4 136
Europe 9 1 1 2 L B I %2 I Z 2 18
Africa 27 5 & 8 7 10 9 19 20 18 24 21 22 13 15 21 29 249
No. of trainees 2 3 20 32 46 55 57 B8 67 T3 65 77 81 72 67 53 59 60 947
No. of Countries 1 2 18 18 26 30 26 31 34 38 33 38 38 34 31 33 34 35 104
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Table 3 Changes of the Group Training Courses

The Name of the Group Training Course

Year of Start Year of Completion Times (Present situation)

1. Blood Transmitted Diseases Special Reference to AIDS, ATL 1988 1997 10 (end)
and Hepatitis

2. Polio Eradication, its Theorv and Practice 1989 1998 10 (end)

3. Training for Technical Cooperation Specialist on Infectious Disease 1989 we 15 (continuing)
Control

4, Management of Reagents and Culture Media in Diagnosis of 1989 1992 4 (end)
Infectious Diseases

5. Management and Technology in Microbiological Laboratory 1993 1998 6 (end)

6. Control of Health Hazards in the Modernizing Process of 1990 1997 8 (end)
Agriculture and Rural Area

7. Promotion of Health in Agricultural Population 1998 1999 2 (end)

8. Evaluation of Drug Efficacy 1990 1999 10 (end)

9. Counter-measure for Improvement of infant mortality rate 1991 1998 8 (end)

10, Countermeasure for improvement of maternal and child 1999 2000 2 (end)
health indices

11 Seminar in Improvement on Community Health for Palestine 1994 1997 4 (end)

12 Epidemiology and Control of AIDS.”ATL Diseases 1998 2002 1 (end)

13. Infectious Hepatitis, Its Epidemiology and Control 1998 2002 1 (end)

14. Clinical Technology Improvement for Palestine 1993 — 6 (continuing)

15, Eradication of Vaccine Preventable Diseases 1999 — 5 (continuing)

16, Development of Laboratory Diagnosis of Drug Resistant Microbes 1999 = 5 (continuing)

17, Prevention of Health Hazards Resulting from Agricultural Work 2000 — 4 (continuing)

18 Countermeasure for improvement of maternal and child 2001 — 3 (continuing)
health indices I

19, Seminar on Sexual Transmitted Disease, Control of AIDS/ATL 2003 — 1 (continuing)

20. Seminar on Infectious Hepatitis, Its Epidemiology and Prevention 2003 — 1 (continuing)
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Table 4 Dispatching our medical experts to foreign countries for International Medical Cooperation in 1986 —

2003
88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 00 0L 02 03 Total

USA 2 1 1 2 6
U.K 1 1 1 3
Uruguay 1 1
Egypt 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 il 1 10
Ghana 1 1
Kenva 1 1
Colombia 1 1
Switzerland 1 1
Senegal 1 1
Thailand | 1 2 | 5
China 1 1 1 1 1 2 7
West Germany 1 1 2
Bangladesh 1 2 1 2 2 1 2 2 2 2 17
Brazil 1 1
France 1 1 2
Vietnam 1 1 1 3
Mexico 1 1
Laos 1 1
Total 6 2 0 1 2 5 5 4 6 5 T 5 3 5) 7 1 64
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