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TRANSFERRED CASES FOR HOSPITALIZATION UNDER
ARTICLE 34 OFF THE MENTAL HEALTH AND WELFARE LAW
A STUDY OF 22 CASES IN SHORAISO NATIONAL HOSPITAL

Masaya FUJIMOTO, Youngho KIM, Noboru MURATA', Toshio MIYAMOTO?,
Yoshihiro TAKIMOTOQ, Daisuke HAYAMI", Munehiko HIROSE and Jun-ichiro OKUDA

Abstract Law Related to Mental Health and Welfare of a Person with a Mental Disorder revised
previously was enforced as of April 1st, 2000. This included the transfer regulation newly
prescribed in Article 34. The first patient was sent to Shoraiso National Hospital by transfer
regulation on October 17, 2001, and 22 patients were hospitalized up to April 2004. The mental
symptom of all the patients was improved by medical treatment. Twenty patients were released
from the hospital, and the average period of hospitalization was about four months. No patients
were difficult to treat. The medical symptoms of two patients in hospital had improved by June
30, 2004, It requires a lot of time and effort to hospitalize a patient by transfer regulation, but
on the other hand, it is comparatively smooth to start medical treatment, and the result of
treatment was comparatively good. The transfer regulation by Article 34 is effective for patients
who get worse and do not recognize their own mental illness to access appropriate medical
treatment.

(Key Words : transfer regulation for hospitalization, Article 34 in Mental Health and Welfare
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