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Cancer Control Programme for Individuals with Severe Motor and
Intellectual Disabilities

Satoshi Honjo

Abstract It is estimated half of Japanese men and women will have cancer in their lifetime ; in other words one
in 4 and one in 6 will die of the disease, respectively. However. the incidence, mortality and trend of these figures
on cancer have not been fully clarified for individuals with severe motor and intellectual disabilities (SMID). As
these individuals age, cancer will be a problem with increasing significance. Individuals with SMID are potentially
in a higher risk for two major cancers in our nation, colorectal and breast cancers. An opportunity to attain full po-
tential for health should be secured for every person equitably, and handicapped persons including those with SMID
should not be an exception. If we assume a situation where individuals with SMID are not guaranteed the opportu-
nity to obtain the best cancer treatment, two factors may be attributed to this circumstance : 1) factors originating
from their morbidities? unaveidable inequalities? and 2) factors related to avoidable or amendable inequalities, in-
cluding insufficient medical information, insufficient availability of transport and access to medical facilities and
lack of progress in medical care for handicapped individuals. Tackling these inequalities should be done primarily
by central and local governments as key organizers, with involvement of hospitals, patients and their families. Be-
vond promoting standardized cancer medical care across the nation, establishing a medical system capable of pro-
viding the opportunity for every person to obtain the best medical service should be the goal of our nation.
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