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Prognosis and Choice of Topical Drugs and Dressings of 329 Patients with
Pressure Ulcersin Yokohama Medical Center

MakitoAriizumi, MakikoMakino, KayoNagayama,
SakaeFunatsu, ToshikoMiyata

Abstract

Objective : Methods of Treating Pressure Ulcers are Selected Depending on the Patient’s Nutritional Status, underlying
Diseases or the Presence or Absence of Infection. Thus, the Condition not only of the Affected Area,but Also of the Whole
Body is Reflected, and this Influences Prognosis. Therefore, We Aimed to Determine the Severity of Pressure Ulcers that did
not Heal among Deceased Patients. Methods : We compared the characteristics of dead and alive patients with pressure ul-
cers that were treated with topical drugs and dressings. Results : The causes of death were internal malignancies and respira-
tory failure. Deceased patients frequently had sacral ulcers and a shorter lifespan than the general Japanese population. The
total amount and average use of topical drugs and wound dressings differed only slightly and wound severity measured by
DESIGN-R® did not differ between the two groups. Conclusion : We initially postulated at the start of this study that pres-
sure ulcers would be more serious and require diverse treatment among patients who had died compared with those who were
alive. However, the nature of the ulcers did not significantly differ between the two groups. Pressure ulcers can be treated at
our institution within a short period,but action to prevent pressure ulcers among patients with life-threatening diseases is in-

sufficient.

— 272 — Jun. 2018



