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A Survey on the Contribution of the National Hospital Organization to
Academic Paper Publication within Japan

Akiko M. Saito, Toshiki I. Saito and Yasushi Okada

Abstract

The National Hospital Organization (NHO), an independent administrative agency in Japan, consists of 140 hospitals and a
headquarters. It plays a significant role in medical care, research, and training for healthcare professionals. The promotion of
research, particularly high-quality clinical research, is one of the core principles for NHO. However, research results remain
underrecognized by the public and NHO staff.

The National Institute of Science and Technology Policy (NISTEP) evaluates national power based on the number of English-
language papers. To assess NHO's contribution, the number of English-language papers authored by NHO affiliates was analyzed
and compared to nationwide trends. NHO-affiliated papers accounted for 4-5% of Japan's clinical medicine and basic life science
papers, contributing to about 1/20 of the total.

This study has revealed that NHO plays an important role in advancing clinical medicine and basic life sciences in Japan. As
the largest public healthcare institution with a strong research foundation in Japan, NHO is expected to further drive research

activities.
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